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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kaplan (5,429,507). 

Claim 1: Kaplan discloses an electromechanical slot machine with refreshing Braille 
pads coinciding with the symbols per reels of the slot machine (Col. 1:31-33). The 
Braille pins are electronically raised and lowered according to the symbols on the 
respective rotating reels as they pass the pay line of the slot machine and according to 
the symbols on the respective rotating reels as the stop at the pay line representing the 
a game outcome (Col. 3:17-26). Furthermore, there is a Braille pad that indicates the 
number of coins won or collected (Col. 3:55-60). 

Claims 2, 10, & 19: Kaplan discloses the moveable Braille elements being movable 
relative to a panel of the housing (Fig. 1, Braille pads (12, 14, 16, 18)). 
Claims 3-4, 11-12, & 20-21: The Braille elements protrude from the panel and flush 
with the panel in an extended position (Fig. 1, Braille pads (12, 14, 16, 18)). The Braille 
elements are flush with the panel and recessed relative to the panel in the retracted 
position (Fig. 1, Braille pads (12, 14, 16, 18)). Kaplan discloses that prior to insertion of 
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coins for game play all Braille pad pins are down to present a smooth flat surface (Col. 
5:55-57). 

Claims 5, 13, & 22: Fig. 1 illustrates the movable Braille elements arrange in a line. 
Claims 6, 14, & 23: The Braille pins are electronically raised and lowered according to 
the symbols on the respective rotating reels as they pass the pay line of the slot 
machine and according to the symbols on the respective rotating reels as the stop at the 
pay line representing the a game outcome (Col. 3:17-26). This is interpreted as the 
Braille pad pins moving in sequence, because it is conventionally known in the art for 
slot machine reels to move in sequence. 

Claims 7-8, 15-16, & 24-25: Kaplan discloses a computer instructs the Braille pins of 
the respective reels to rise or lower based on received symbol signals received from 
each reel sensor corresponding the symbols as they pass the pay line and instructs the 
Braille pins of respective reels to stop and indicate the respective outcome of each reel 
(Col. 3:22-25; Col. 5:21-34). The computer also controls the winning pins 
corresponding the winning won during each game (Col. 5:36-37). 
Claim 17: Kaplan discloses one of the predetermined outcomes as a jackpot/bonus 
outcome (Col. 2:61-65) 

Claims 9 & 18: Kaplan discloses an electromechanical slot machine with refreshing 
Braille pads coinciding with the symbols per reels of the slot machine (Col. 1:31-33). 
Kaplan discloses a computer instructs the Braille pins of the respective reels to rise or 
lower based on received symbol signals received from each reel sensor corresponding 
the symbols as they pass the pay line and instructs the Braille pins of respective reels to 
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stop and indicate the respective game outcome of each reel (Col. 3:22-25; Col. 5:21- 
34). The computer also controls the winning pins corresponding the winning won during 
each game (Col. 5:36-37). The computer further records the coin-in or wagered amount 
to allow game play and indicate to the user the amount of coins played (Col. 555-60, 
Fig. 8 (Coins-ln)). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The USPreGrant Pub of Seelig (2002/0094861), Seelig 
(2004/0043811), Seelig (2004/0180711), Rothkranz (2003/0040358), Rothranz 
(2004/0053658), Rothranz (2005/0054424), Hughs-Baird (2003/0064790), Nordman 
(2004/0053671), Gomez (2005/0049028), McComb (2005/0059454), and D'Avanzo 
(2006/0019733) and the US Patent of Seelig (6,814,665) all teach bonus gaming with 
various types of bonus indicators. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tramar Harper whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6177. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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